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YEAR 5 SUMMER VOCABULARY LIST – HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

History Key Vocabulary – Crime and Punishment

Society: People living together in a more or less ordered community.

Crime: An action or omission which constitutes an offence and is punishable by law.

Punishment: Consequence of a crime. Either Serious or Minor

Poaching: Illegal hunting or capturing of wild animals.

Witchcraft: Use of magic or supernatural powers to harm others.

Riot: Is a form of civil disorder commonly characterized by a group lashing out in a violent public disturbance against 

authority, property, or people.

Pillory: A device formerly used for publicly punishing offenders around neck and arms.

Flogging: A victim is hit repeatedly with a whip or stick.

Attitudes: A settled way of thinking or feeling about something.

Execution: Carrying out of a sentence of death on a condemned person

Vagabond: A person who wanders from place to place without a home or job.

Liberty: Being free within society.

Highwayman: A man, typically on horseback, who held up travellers at gunpoint in order to rob them.

Smuggling: The illegal movement of goods.

Terrorist: A person who uses unlawful violence and intimidation, in the pursuit of political aims.

Prison: A building in which people are legally held as a punishment.

Truncheon: A short, thick stick carried as a weapon by a police officer.

Transportation: The movement of goods and persons from place to place.

Hulks: An old ship stripped of fittings and permanently moored, especially for use as storage or (formerly) as a prison.

Gaol: Jail.

Oakum: Loose fibre obtained by untwisting old rope, used especially in caulking wooden ships.

Suffrage: The right to vote in political elections.

Suffragettes: A woman seeking the right to vote through organized protest.

Discrimination: The unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people, especially on the grounds of 

race, age, sex, or disability.

Prejudice: Preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or actual experience.

Extremism: The holding of extreme political or religious views; fanaticism.

Democracy: A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically through 

elected representatives.

Parliament: The highest legislature, consisting of the Sovereign, the House of Lords, and the House of Commons.


