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YEAR 3 SUMMER VOCABULARY LIST – HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

History Key Vocabulary – Ancient Egyptians 

Agriculture: cultivation of the soil for the growing of crops and the rearing of animals to provide food, wool, and other products.
Ancient: belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence 
Afterlife: The place where Egyptians believed they would go after they died. 
Akhet: The season of the year when the Nile river flooded. A very important time of year in the desert! 

Archaeologists: a person who studies human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artefact and 
other physical remains. 
Antiquities: The ancient past.
Canopic jars: Special jars that held the organs of a mummy including the lungs, intestines, liver and stomach 

Cartouche: A cartouche is an ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic name plate. It's shaped like an oval with a horizontal bar at the base of 
the oval and a king's name written inside of the oval. 
Civilisation: The society, culture and way of life of a particular area. 

Excavation: the act of removing earth that is covering very old objects buried in the ground in order to discover things about the 
past. 
Fertile: the ability of a soil to sustain plant growth by providing essential plant nutrients.
Inscription: Writing on stones, metal or some materials
Irrigation: supply land with water in order to help crops grow 
Hierarchy: a system of organising people into different ranks or levels of importance, for example in society 
Hieroglyph: A type of writing that used a combination of pictures and symbols 
Mummification: The process of preserving a body after death in preparation for the afterlife. 
Papyrus: A plant that grew on the banks of the Nile. It was used as an early version of paper. 
Pharaoh: The supreme ruler of all of Ancient Egypt. Common title now used for the monarchs of ancient Egypt from the First Dynasty. 
Priest: Sacred people who are believed to have special access to the gods. 

Pyramid: a monumental structure with a square or triangular base and sloping sides that meet in a point at the top, especially one 
built of stone as a royal tomb in ancient Egypt. 
Sarcophagus: A large stone box that held a mummy’s coffin. Often richly decorated for Pharaohs. 
Scribes: A person who copies our documents.
Shabti: Set of wooden, stone, or faience figurines, in the form of mummies,
Shaduf: An early crane -like tool with a lever mechanism, used in irrigation. 
Sphinx: an ancient Egyptian stone figure having a lion's body and a human or animal head 
Society: people in general, thought of as a large organized group.


