
YEAR 4 SPRING VOCABULARY LIST – HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

History Key Vocabulary – Anglo Saxons

Invasion: Invading a country or region with an armed force. 
Dark Ages: The Early Middle Ages.
Pagan: A person holding religious beliefs other than those of 
the main world religions.
Plunder: To steal goods from a place or person. 
Scandinavia: Northern Europe.
Grave goods: Objects (as weapons, ornaments, tools) that 
are found buried with the dead in prehistoric graves.
Archaeologist: A person who studies through the 
excavation(digging) of sites.
Sceptre: A decorated stick that is carried by a queen or king.
Garnet: A precious stone.
Millefiori: Ornamental glass.
Hoard: A store of money or valued objects.
Metal detecting: The hobby of using a metal detector to hunt 
for buried coins or archaeological artifacts.
Saga: A long story of heroic achievement.
Chronicle: Factual written account of important or historical 
events.
Illuminated manuscript: Written book that has been 
decorated with gold or silver.
Ecclesiastical: Christian church.
Monastery: A building where monks live.
Old English: Earliest recorded form of the English language.
Strata: A series of layers of rock in the ground.
Shard: A piece of broken ceramic, metal, glass, or rock. 
Site: An area of ground on which a town, building, or 
monument is constructed.
Trench: A long, narrow ditch.
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