
YEAR 6 AUTUMN VOCABULARY LIST – HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

History Key Vocabulary – Ancient Greeks
Minoan: Bronze Age civilization centred on Crete. 
Mycenaean: The art and culture of Greece.
Classical: Ancient Greek Literature.
city-state: An independent city.
Democracy: A government  selected through elected 
representatives.
Architecture: Designing and constructing buildings.
Empire: Countries ruled over by a single monarch.
Culture: ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a particular 
society: 
Terrain: A stretch of land, especially with regard to its physical 
features.
Polis: A city state in ancient Greece.
Agora: A public open space used for assemblies and 
markets.
Trireme:  A warship. 
Monarchy: A form of government with a king/queen at the 
head.
Oligarchy: A rich business leader.
Citizens:  A legally recognised person.
Slaves: A person who is the legal property of another.
Suffrage:  The right to vote in political elections.
Stadium: An athletic or sports ground.
Olympics: A set of international sports competitions.
Marathon: A long-distance running race.
Myth: A traditional story.
Temple: A building for religious worship. 
Priest: Someone who is authorised to perform the sacred rites 
of a religion. 
Hoplite: Ancient Greek foot soldier.
Phalanx: strong block formation used by army.
Legacy: Something passed on to you from family, including 
reputation.

Impact: Strong effect on someone or something.

Geography Key Vocabulary – Protecting the Environment


