
YEAR 5 AUTUMN VOCABULARY LIST – HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

History Key Vocabulary – The Mayans

Religion: Belief in and worship a superhuman controlling        
power.
Cultural: Ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a society.
Political: Government or public affairs of a country.
Civilisation: Human social and cultural development.
Pyramid: Monumental structure with a square or triangular 
base and sloping sides that meet in a point at the top.
Temple: Building devoted to the worship of a god or gods.
Evidence: Facts or information indicating whether a belief or 
proposition is true or valid.
Archaeology: Excavation of sites and the analysis of 
artefacts.
Sacrifice: Act of slaughtering an animal or person as an 
offering to a god.
Meso-America: Historical region and cultural area in southern 
North America and most of Central America.
Nobles:A person ranked immediately below royalty.
Conquistadors: Spanish soldiers who invaded Mexico and 
Peru.
Glyphs: Hieroglyphic character or symbol.
Agriculture: The growing of crops and the rearing of animals 
to provide food, wool, and other products.
Astronomy: Study of the Universe, including planets and stars. 
Calendar: Days, weeks and months of a particular year.
Trade: Buy and sell goods.
Theory: ideas intended to explain something.
Conquer: Take control by military force.
Codex: An ancient manuscript text in book form.
Pagan: A person who worships nature or the earth.
Scribe: A person who copies out documents.
Significance: Something of importance.

Geography Key Vocabulary – South America: The Amazon


