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S – Spelling
P – Punctuation 
a – and
G – Grammar 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling are key areas in the 
teaching of English. 

Often referred to as SPaG!



The National Curriculum for English (from September 2014) placed a 
greater emphasis on vocabulary development, grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. 

Pupils are expected to recognise and use the grammatical terminology 
appropriate to their year group. 

Year 6 pupils are tested on their SPAG knowledge as part of the national SATs 
tests. 

The National Curriculum



Test Format in Year 6

The test is administered on paper with the spelling component administered 
orally by a test administrator. The total testing time is approximately 1 hour.

SPAG test

Component Description of 
component

Timing

Component 1 Grammar, 
Punctuation and 
Vocabulary

45 mins

Component 2 Spelling Around 15 mins
(not strictly timed)



Punctuation



Children need to understand the purpose and use of each 
punctuation mark. By the end of year 6, children should be 
confidently selecting advanced punctuation for meaning. 



Punctuation test examples 















Grammar 
expectations in 
each year 
group.

Year 1



Year 2



Year 3



Year 4



Year 5



Year 6



Word classes
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



Noun
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



Adjective
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



Verb
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



Adverb
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



Preposition
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



Determiner
The small white dog jumped quickly over the rusty fence.



What are determiners? 

Discussion of function is the key to confidence with the naming of 
parts 

1. I saw his dog eat six sandwiches. 

2. I saw your dog eat several sandwiches. 

3. That dog ate those sandwiches. 

4. Some dogs like eating a few sandwiches. 

5. I like this dog better than that one. 



Identify the word types in this sentence

The girl kicked the ball confidently into the back of the net.



Identify the word types in this sentence

The girl kicked the ball confidently into the back of the net.

determiner              adverb

noun preposition

verb



Conjunctions



It was raining outside…





I was enjoying my lunch…

because…

although…

despite...

as…

before…

after…



Fronted Adverbials

Tell you how, when or where something happens. 

They are ‘fronted’ if they go at the front of the sentence.

Cautiously, he crept into the cave.

On the other side of the river, she could see a strange bird which 
appeared to be staring at her.

As the early morning sun made its way between the curtains, she 
finally fell asleep. 



Modal Verbs

Should

Could

Might

Will

May

Must



Sentence Types

Statements = I like cake. 

Commands= Get me some cake.

Questions= Do you like cake? 

Exclamations= What a yummy cake!



Active and Passive

The dog chewed the bone.  

The bone was chewed by the dog.

Bert ate a banana.  



Grammar test examples 















How are we supporting pupils

Grammar objectives for each week for each year group

Weekly objectives taught separately

Grammar embedded into the writing process

Phonics assessment in year 3 and interventions

Termly assessments for SPaG



Practise spellings with your child (definitions too)

Encourage children to use standard English in speech and writing

Encourage correct punctuation and grammar

Read

How can you help? 



The National Curriculum Grammar Appendix

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7d913aed915d3fb959486f/English_Appendix
_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf

BBC bitesize KS2 English

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f

Oak National Academy

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/english-primary-
ks2/units?category=grammar

Topmarks.co.uk/English games

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar

Crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html

Useful websites

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7d913aed915d3fb959486f/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zv48q6f
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/english-primary-ks2/units?category=grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html

